KETTLE FALLS CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 7, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Jesse Garrett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Jesse Garrett, Chris Shurrum, John Ridlington, Shellee Haynes
and Michael Weatherman.

Council Member Michael Weatherman moved to excuse Council Member
Cliff King. Council Member Shellee Haynes seconded the motion.
Motion carried by all. Council Member John Ridlington - yes,
Council Member Chris Shurrum - yes, Council Member Michael
Weatherman - yes and Council Member Shellee Haynes - yes.

STAFF
Staff - Dave Willey, Raena Hallam and Brandon Hoover.

Guests - Jody Emra, Lisa Wolfe, Amanda Six, Joe and Jody Owens.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIIL RECEIVED

As there were no Announcements and Mail Received, City Council
moved on to Public Comment.

PUBLIC COMMENT

LIBRARIES OF STEVENS COUNTY PROPOSED LEVY RATE

Mrs. Amand Six, Library Director stated the Libraries of Stevens
County is asking voters to restore the property tax levy rate
that funds operations and services of its seven community
libraries, rural access points and digital resources. The
election will be held Tuesday, April 28, 2026.

Mrs. Six continued to explain the Libraries of Stevens County
has not asked for a levy lift in 28 years. Over the years the
steady increase of inflation has made it difficult to fund the
current service levels. Amamda reviewed a handout with City
Council:
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Operations and Maintenance Levy
Vote - April 28, 2026

Property taxes collected in 2025: $1.7 million

Percentage of taxes collected that were invested into Stevens County communities: 100%
Percentage of funding provided by the State of Washington and the Federal Government for
operations and maintenance of libraries: 0%

Return on Investment in 2025

o $6.2 million worth of materials checked out (that’s a return on investment of $4.5 million in
our communities, for just materials.)
o This includes books, magazines, DVDs, CDs, backpack kits, manga, graphic novels,
newspapers, etc.
o it also includes our Library of Things o help families live healthfully and frugally. ltems
include:
s Pressure canner, Instant Pot, meat grinder and food dehydrator
Board games and puzzles
Discover Passes to go fishing, camping, hiking, or berry picking
Mobius Science Center and MAC passes for families
Guitars and ukuleles
Blood pressure machines, knee rover and a happy light therapy lamp
Disc golf and pickieball sets
Camp stove, snow shoes, trekking poles and a hiking backpack to carry a child

s Over 20,720 people attended programs, including:

o Beginning and advanced beekeeping

o After-school art for chiidren
Things with Strings - free music lessons

o Working Families Tax help

o Firewise landscaping

o Storytimes to develop early-learning skills

o Thousands of fake-and-make crafts designed for three different age groups: children,
teens, and adults were picked up by families across the county to do crafis and learning
at home.

o Over 24,500 unique users used the library’s wifi; that's nearly 50% of the county’s
population. (And, they used over 34,000 GB of data, the equivalent of the amount of data in
all of the books contained in 34 large libraries) uses included:

¢ Residents used free LinkedIn Learning courses online to upskill and stay in the
workforce.

o Small businesses use the library’s wifi to build an online presence and conduct
e-commerce.
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o People used the library's research materials and wifi to take college courses, while
working and living locally

o High school students used the library's online research databases for schoa!
assignments

o Homeschool families who use the wifi for online classes and check out materials to
support home-based learning.

¢ The Libraries of Stevens County partners with local agencies to maximize our
communities’ limited resources:

o K12 Schools - libraries prepare kids for kindergarten - it saves schools money when kids
are prepared. Teens use the fibrary to hang out and do homework. Teachers borrow
materials for their classrooms; we deliver to several of the most remote schools.

¢ Tri-County Health District - libraries are present throughout the county and the health

district uses the libraries as a distribution point for things like COVID tests, masks during

wildfire smoke season and narcan, In addition most libraries have ouldoor air sensors to
help track air quality; important data for the health district.

WSU Extension - Master Gardeners and WSU staff provide expert programming

throughout Stevens County, at our community Libraries. WSU staff also provide

experienced grant-writing support for the library district.

Tri-County Economic Development District - TEDD staff provide small-business

support around the county by using the Libraries of Stevens County locations to meet

with clients.

o Fire Districts - the library loans its mobile Stariink unit to local fire districts and wildland
fire camps to help first responders maintain necessary communications. Two fire districts
have also parinered with the library {o house remote library lockers and bookdrops.

o Chambers of Commerce - the Libraries of Stevens County is a member of all area
Chambers of Commerce and supports small businesses with resources. The Library also
participates in Chamber-sponsored community evenis.

o Colville Together - a partner for 4th Friday art programs and a grant pariner for
improving the exterior of the building.

o Chewelah Creative District and Art Guild - a regular partner for displays, crafts and
community evenis.

(o]

City Council discussed with Mrs. Six the issue of the Kettle
Falls Library not being annexed into the Libraries of Stevens
County. The passage of the levy would require review of the
current contract to ensure the City of Kettle Falls would be
contributing a proportionate amount to the funding of the
Libraries of Stevens County. This increase would be
approximately $30,000. Annexation into the Libraries of Stevens
County would require a vote by the citizens of the City of
Kettle Falls.
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Mrs. Lisa Wolfe stated the community needs the Kettle Falls
Library it is an amazing cornerstone and a beehive of activity.

Mrs. Wolfe explained as a resident of the city she can’t vote
for the Libraries of Stevens County Levy but would like City
Council to adopt a resolution supporting the levy.

Mayor Jesse Garrett stated the city needs to support the library
as much as possible. It is a valued part of the city and part
of our identity.

PUBLIC HEARING - SANITATION RATES

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated the proposed rate increase
is 2.28%.

Mayor Jesse Garrett opened the Public Hearing for Public Comment
at 7:49 p.m.

Mrs. Lisa Wolfe, 425 E. 9th, commented that she doesn’t like
Sunshine’s business practices. She further stated they do not
follow the information printed on the back of the bill and they
require her to have and pay for garbage that she doesn’t’ need.
It is unfair if she is required to have garbage to be pulled
into automatic increases.

Mayor Jesse Garrett closed the Public Hearing for Public Comment
at 7:51 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES FOR MARCH 17, 2026 AND MARCH VOUCHERS AND
PAYROLL

Council Member John Ridlington made a motion to approve the
Consent Agenda. Council Member Shellee Haynes seconded the
motion. Motion carried by all. Council Member John Ridlington
- yes, Council Member Chris Shurrum - yes, Council Member
Michael Weatherman - yes and Council Member Shellee Haynes -
yes.

STAFF REPORTS

PUBLIC WORKS

Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey reported the Wastewater
Apprentice position has been filled.
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Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey reported the bathrooms
are open at Happy Dell Park and this week will be the first
mowing of the season.

Council Member Chris Shurrum asked how the radio communication
project i1s working. Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey
stated it needs a little fine tuning, but it is good.

Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the installation
of the playground equipment would begin the week of April 6th.
He expressed his appreciation for Mr. Glenn Lickfold helping
with the project.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police Chief Brandon Hoover reviewed the call out report which
included theft, a vehicle accident and assault cases.

Police Chief Brandon Hoover stated the Police Administrative
Assistant position has been filled contingent on passing a
polygraph and psych evaluation.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Planning Commission Chair Jody Emra stated the Climate
Resiliency Stakeholders meeting was held March 23rd. The
Planning Commission has finished its Title 17 Matrix update and
will be forwarding it to City Council.

CLERK/TREASURER

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated Kim Lembcke has accepted the
Secretary/Clerk position at City Hall. Her first day was March
2.3,

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Council Member Michael Weatherman reported the Fire Department
is doing a lot of training. He also stated the department needs
new trucks.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Council Member john Ridlington reported a cleanup day has been
scheduled for the Community Garden on April 11tk at 9:00 a.m. He
encouraged everyone to come help.
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NEW BUSINESS

STEVENS COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated Stevens County has offered
to include the City of Kettle Falls in their Hazard Mitigation
Plan Update. If the City chooses to not be a part of their
update then the City will be required to do their own. Raena
stated she has a copy of the current Stevens County Hazard
Mitigation Plan if anyone would like to review.

OLD BUSINESS

ORDINANCE NO. 1850 — AN ORDINANCE AMENDING KETTLE FALLS
MUNICIPAL CODE (KFMC) 8.04.050 GARBAGE/SANITATION RATE SCHEDULE

Council Member Michael Weatherman made a motion to adopt
Ordinance No. 1850 by title only. Council Member Chris Shurrum
seconded the motion. Motion carried by all. Council Member
John Ridlington - yes, Council Member Chris Shurrum - yes,
Council Member Michael Weatherman - yes and Council Member
Shellee Haynes - yes.

PUBLIC COMMENT

LIBRARIES OF STEVENS COUNTY PROPOSED LEVY

Mrs. Lisa Wolfe stated Jjust like the garbage services the cost
of everything has increased. The Libraries of Stevens County
has not asked for an increase in 28 years, their revenue has
stayed the same.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Jesse Garrett adjourned the meeting at 8:14 p.m.

Approved:

Jesse Garrett, Mayor

Attest:
Raena Hallam, Clerk/Treasurer




