KETTLE FALLS CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 16, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Jesse Garrett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Jesse Garrett, Chris Shurrum, John Ridlington, Shellee Haynes
and Cliff King. Michael Weatherman was absent

Council Member Michael Weatherman’s absence was unexcused
STAFF

Staff - Raena Hallam, Shailynn Elvin, Brandon Hoover, Logan
Worley and Melinda Keeley.

Guests — Jody Emra

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIL RECEIVED

As there were no Announcements and Mail Received, City Council
moved on to Public Comment.

PUBLIC COMMENT

As there was no Public Comment, City Council moved on to the
Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES FOR MAY 19, 2026, MAY VOUCHERS AND PAYROLL

Council Member Cliff King made a motion to approve the Consent
Agenda. Council Member John Ridlington seconded the motion.
Motion carried by all. Council Member John Ridlington - vyes,
Council Member Chris Shurrum - yes, Council Member Cliff King -
Yes and Council Member Shellee Haynes — yes.

STAFF REPORTS

CLERK/TREASURER

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam reported the annual report was
submitted. The LTGO Bond Fund Loan was paid off, and it was less
than anticipated. This was approved in the budget, and the check
has cleared the bank.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police Chief Brandon Hoover reported Town and Country Days went
well with no major incidents.

He also reported that patrols have been increased on Oak Street
due to complaints, administrative assistant Jaya Fowler
participated in her first WSP audit and is doing great, no big
issues found.

He then reported Civil Service is extending application deadline
to July 9th. We have received a few applications all are at the
entry level.

Council Member Chris Shurrum thanked Chief Hoover for helping
with directing traffic after the Kettle Falls High School
Graduation.

Council Member Cliff King asked if the police carried any type
of Benadryl or other pain relievers during Town and Country
Days.

Police Chief Hoover responded that the police don’t carry
anything of that nature.

Council member John Ridlington asked if an ambulance can be
stationed in Kettle Falls on standby, during Town and Country
Days next year.

Police Chief Brandon Hoover reported the fraudulent activity
involving a city account is believed to have originated outside
of the state or country, making identification of the
individuals unlikely. The investigation is complete and most of
the funds have been returned.

PLANNING COMMISION

Planning Commission Chairperson Jody Emra reported at the last
meeting they worked on Title 17 and fine-tuned it. They are
getting close to having public hearings.
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LIBRARY

Library Manager Melinda Keeley reported she was absent for a
family emergency from late December to April and is trying to
catch up. The Stevens County Rural Library District has started
implementing service reductions causing the cancellation of most
programs. They will reassess in the fall what can continue
verses be let go. Most staff took a reduction in hours, and all
branches will be closed on Mondays. The snack program is still
extremely popular.

MEYERS STREET RAILROAD CROSSING

Mayor Jesse Garrett reported that repairs are needed at the
Meyers Street railroad crossing, with the City's estimated share
of the cost between $10,000 and $15,000. He advised that staff
would explore the possibility of using excess funds remaining
from the LTGO Bond Fund Loan to cover the expense. Reimbursement
from the Washington State Department of Transportation for the
high school sidewalk project has not yet been received. Mayor
Garrett noted that additional information and analysis will be
completed before presenting the matter to the City Council.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

KETTLE FALLS SWIMMING POOL

Council Member John Ridlington reported the pool is up and
running. Kettle Falls Rotary sponsored a free swim night and
there were 174 kids and was a great success. Council Member John
Ridlington also reported the Friends of the Pool will be
receiving proposals to paint murals on the side of the building.

NEW BUSINESS

FIREWORKS

Mayor Jesse Garrett would like to hear input from the fire and
police departments regarding whether they felt the banning of
fireworks for the upcoming 4th of July 1is necessary. Mayor
Garrett noted he understands this is an important year marking
the 250th birthday of the nation and he does not wish to impose a
ban. However, if the weather indicates a ban is needed, he will
issue one.
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Council Member Cliff King stated the fire department is
available during the 4th to patrol and remind people to have
water on hand. Council Member Cliff King suggested revaluating
it closer to the 4th of July before imposing a ban.

Mayor Jesse Garrett asked Council if anyone had any opposition
to not placing a ban at this time. There was no issue presented
by council.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Council Member Chris Shurrum reported the City of Colville
refused to allow an event in the city park and it has since been
cancelled. He questioned if the City of Kettle Falls has a way
to stop something like that from happening in Kettle Falls. City
Attorney Logan Worley advised that since it is a private event
there is nothing the city can do to prevent it.

Council Member Chris Shurrum asked if they could shut down the
Town and Country Day parade if this were to occur. Mayor Jesse
Garrett stated the parade is through Chamber of Commerce and
would be up to them, however we cannot and will not infringe on
the people’s right to assemble.

City Attorney Logan Worley advised unless there is illegal
activity there is nothing we can do.

OLD BUSINESS

As there was no 0ld Business, City Council moved on to Public
Comment.

PUBLIC COMMENT

As there was no Public Comment, City Council moved on to
Adjournment.
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ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Jesse Garrett adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.

Approved:

Jesse Garrett, Mayor

Attest:

Shailynn Elvin, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer



