KETTLE FALLS CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 3, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Jesse Garrett called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Jesse Garrett, Chris Shurrum, John Ridlington, Shellee Haynes,
Cliff King and Michael Weatherman.

STAFF

Staff - Dave Willey, Phil Adams, Raena Hallam and Brandon
Hoover.

Guests — Joe and Jodi Owens.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIL RECEIVED

FIREWORKS

Mayor Jesse Garrett referred to a letter included in the City
Council packet from Mr. Garman regarding fireworks.

Monday, February 9, 2026

Kettle Fails Clty Counedl
S8 Meyers &t
Kettle Falls, WA 99141

Re: Fireworks July 4, 2026

am writing to you as a concerned resident of Kettle Fulls regarding the upenming summer
celebrations. Given the unusually harsh winter we have experiey with significant snowfall
and medsture fuctuations — 1 feel it 1s important 1o conxider the implications this weather patteen
might huve on our fire risk for the veur ahead

In light of these conditions, § respectfully ask the Council 1o consider institiuting a hireworks ban
for July 4, 2026, Aside from the potential hahility 15568 that cnuid anse without such a measure,
there is a gentine concern about the severity of this year’s fire season. Many communin
members, whom [ have engaged with through my Facebook page. share a commdn worry and
have expressed theiy support for this precation.

1 understand that some may view a fireworks ban as unpatniotic, but 1 finmly believe that
protecting the safety and wellbeing of Ketle Falls residents must be our top pricaty. Tuking
proactive steps now, such as restricting freworks, eould help prevent tragic and costly fires
dunag an slresdy challenging season

Thank yen for constdering this request. | hope the Counctl will take all necessary actions to
safeguard our community this summer Pleas
mformation or community feedback,

s feel free to reach out 1f [ can provide any further

Thank you

Charles {van Garman
1348 Larch Sireet
Rettle Falls, Washington 991410621
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PUBLIC COMMENT

As there was no Public Comment, City Council moved on to the
Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 3, 2026 AND FEBRUARY VOUCHERS
AND PAYROLL

Council Member Michael Weatherman made a motion to approve the
Consent Agenda. Council Member John Ridlington seconded the
motion. Motion carried by all. Council Member John Ridlington
- yes, Council Member Chris Shurrum - yes, Council Member
Michael Weatherman - yes, Council Member Shellee Haynes - yes
and Council Member Cliff King - yes.

STAFF REPORTS

PUBLIC WORKS

Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey reported Wastewater
Treatment Manager RJ Plaster will start March 9, 2026. To date
9 applications have been submitted for the Wastewater/Crew
Member Apprentice position.

Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated himself and
Foreman Rod Sly drove to the City of Wilbur to see how their
radio read meters worked. It took approximately 1 ¥ hours to
read over 300 meters.

Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the department

performed their first water valve change using a new freezing

method. The tool freezes about a l-inch area of pipe to allow
time to change the valve or make a repair. It takes 7 minutes
to freeze and about 20 minutes for it the thaw.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police Chief Brandon Hoover reviewed the call out report.
Several arrests including DUI, assault, burglary and
trespassing.

Police Chief Brandon Hoover reported Administrative Assistant
Melissa Stanard will be out on medical leave. They are
currently advertising for the position.
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Police Chief Brandon Hoover stated retired Sheriff Kendle Allen
is performing background checks on behalf of the city for the
entry civil service applicants.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Phil Adams reported 5 calls since the last city
council meeting. One was an electrical fire. He reminded
everyone of the Firemen’s Banquet this weekend.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Planning Commissioner Joe Owens stated the planning commission
has completed their proposed zoning updates in Title 17. SCJ
Alliance reviewed their timeline for the Climate Resiliency Plan
with planning commission and they are trying to schedule a
stakeholders meeting.

Planning Commissioner Joe Owens stated himself and Mayor Garrett
attended a meeting with Stevens County regarding housing
allotments. Basically, the county indicated the cities will
need to meet the burden of providing affordable housing.

Council Member John Ridlington advised paying close attention to
the county, for they are only concerned for themselves and want
to stack housing in the cities.

Council Member Chris Shurrum stated the state is trying to
require home owners to rent rooms and it can’t be to family
members.

CLERK/TREASURER

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated Secretary/Clerk Emily Lyons
resigned February 20, 2026. We are currently advertising for
the open position.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BEAUTIFICATION

Council Member John Ridlington reported a lot is happening with
beautification projects, T&C Days planning and planning for Hot
August Nights this summer.
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KETTLE FALLS ROTARY READER BOARD SIGN

Mayor Jesse Garrett reported the Kettle Falls Rotary reader
board sign is up and working. Primary use is for public
information; no personal information will be allowed. To have
something placed on the sign the email is kisi ahoo.com.  The
email will be checked after 10:00 a.m. each Wednesday and the
sign updated by the end of the day Friday.

NEW BUSINESS

FIREWORKS — MR. GARMAN'’S LETTER

Mayor Jesse Garrett asked if City Council wanted to review the

fireworks ordinance in response to Mr. Garman’s letter. He
explained this year is also the 250th birthday of the
United States. He also stated the current ordinance gives the

Mayor authority to ban fireworks if needed closer to the 4th of
July.

Mayor Garrett also asked if any City Council members would like
to be on a committee to think of decorations, events or ways to
celebrate the 250th birthday of the United States.

OLD BUSINESS

As there was no 0ld Business, City Council moved on to Public
Comment.

PUBLIC COMMENT

As there was no Public Comment, City Council moved on to
Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Jesse Garrett adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.

Approved:

Jesse Garrett, Mayor

Attest:
Raena Hallam, Clerk/Treasurer




